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The Institut Pasteur (France) sponsors and organises a series of Euroconferences on important topics in biology, medicine and environmental sciences which facilitate a large exchange of ideas between basic and applied scientists from the Institut Pasteur, other academic institutions, and pharmaceutical companies. This Euroconference focused on the most recent advances currently affecting the way vaccine development is approached. The identification of new target antigens for vaccination purposes is presently facilitated by the availability of genome sequences from a growing number of important pathogens and tumours. The identification of T-cell epitopes and the subsequent optimisation of these target sequences allows the design of vaccines which are significantly improved with respect to their capacity to stimulate cellular immunity. In parallel, various antigen formulations, adjuvants and delivery systems are being developed and tested with the aim of eliciting broad immune responses in humans. These new orientations capitalise on recent major advances in the understanding of the use of therapeutic vaccines and expands on their use from being solely profilactic. Specific issues related to the development of therapeutic vaccines directed against diseases such as cancer or chronic infectious disease were presented.